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Newsom calling for 
housing production 
bill after SB 50 dies 


BY HANNAH WILEY 
hwiley@sacbee.com 


Gov. Gavin Newsom and 
Senate President Pro Tem Toni 
Atkins pledged to get “some- 
thing big” done to spur home 
construction this year, but their 
options narrowed on Thursday 
when state lawmakers killed a 
high-profile housing bill. 

For the second time this 
week, the Senate rejected a 
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proposal that would have com- 
pelled cities to build more hous- 
ing near jobs and transit hubs. 

Advocates, including Atkins, 
supported Senate Bill 50 asa 
way to address the state’s hous- 
ing shortage by knocking down 
barriers to development. Senate 
Bill 50 upset local government 
leaders who worried it would 
overrule their zoning regula- 
tions. 

Newsom said in a statement 
that he expected a major pro- 


duction bill by the end of the 
year. 

“California’s housing afforda- 
bility crisis demands our state 
pass a historic housing produc- 
tion bill,” Newsom said. During 
his campaign for governor, 
Newsom promised to build 3.5 
million homes in the state by 
2025. 

The controversial proposal 
initially failed on Wednesday 
afternoon by an 18-15 vote, then 
again on Thursday morning. Six 


senators did not vote on the bill. 
It needed 21 votes to pass the 
Senate and move to the Assem- 
bly. 

The legislation would end 
what state Sen. Scott Wiener, 
D-San Francisco, called an era 
of “exclusionary” zoning that’s 
“systemically de-prioritized” 
new construction and forced 
Californians from their commu- 
nities. 

“This did not just happen. It 
was because of deliberate policy 
choices,” Wiener said on Thurs- 
day. “We have the opportunity 
today to take a step forward to 
reform a broken zoning system, 
our broken housing status quo.” 

The legislation was blocked in 
the Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee in May. Wiener then 
introduced an updated version 
in January to appease local gov- 
ernments, incorporating provi- 
sions that would give cities two 
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Student activists with Youth vs Apocalypse pull an “oil tanker” with some students drenched in mock oil down Capitol Mall while protesting 
CalSTRS oil company investments on Thursday. 


Students march against 
CalSTRS oil investments 


BY ANDREW SHEELER 
asheeler@sacbee.com 


Dozens of young people 
staged a dramatic march from 
the Capitol to the headquarters 
of California’s teacher pension 
fund on Thursday, imploring 
CalSTRS to withdraw its in- 
vestments from oil and gas 
companies. 

The children, some drenched 
in mock oil, participated in a 


“die-in” at CalSTRS headquar- 
ters in West Sacramento, where 
they said their generation would 
suffer from the effects of cli- 
mate change. 

“We're the ones that are vul- 
nerable,” Sophia Jacobs, 12, of 
Berkeley said. 

Their protest marked the 
latest effort by environmental 
advocacy groups to press Cali- 
fornia’s public pension funds to 
divest from fossil fuel indust- 
ries. 


Trump trial edges toward 
crucial vote on witnesses 


BY LISA MASCARO, ERIC TUCKER 
AND ZEKE MILLER 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Senate jurors peppered Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s defenders 
and accusers with final ques- 
tions at his impeachment trial 


vote on calling witnesses. The 
focus shifted from details of the 
charges to whether it was time 
to simply acquit Trump and 
conclude the trial. 

The vote on witnesses, ex- 
pected Friday, could lead to an 
abrupt end of the trial. Or, less 
likely, it could bring weeks of 


The California State Teach- 
ers’ Retirement System with a 
$250 billion portfolio and the 
California Public Employees’ 
Retirement System with $400 
billion in assets generally op- 
pose divesting from legal in- 
dustries, and each has an envi- 
ronmental sustainability strate- 
gy that acknowledges the risks 
of climate change. 

Nonetheless, each fund is 
facing pressure to do more. 

“We know that climate 


Thursday’s testimony in- 
cluded soaring pleas to the 
senators who will decide 
Trump’s fate, to either stop a 
president who Democrats said 
tried to cheat in the 2016 elec- 
tion and will again, or to shut 
down impeachment proceed- 
ings that Republicans insisted 
were never more than a partisan 
attack. 

“Let’s give the country a trial 
they can be proud of,” said Rep. 
Adam Schiff, the lead prose- 
cutor for House Democrats. 


change will affect our portfolio 
and we have an investment 
team dedicated to managing 
climate risk and investing in 
solutions,” CalSTRS Chief Ex- 
ecutive Officer Jack Ehnes said 
in a written statement. “We 
partner with other investors to 
push for companies to reduce 
their carbon emissions. The 
board is hearing items today 
and tomorrow that will keep us 
on the path to full funding while 
addressing climate risks, so we 
can deliver pensions far into the 
future.” 

California state Treasurer 
Fiona Ma, a member of both 
pension boards, has called for 
CalSTRS to divest $6 billion 
from fossil fuel companies. 
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it takes for a fair trial and won’t 
stand for anything less. 

Trump attorney Eric Hersch- 
mann countered that Demo- 
crats are only prosecuting the 
president because they can’t 
beat him in the 2020 election. 

“We trust the American peo- 
ple to decide who should be our 
president,” Herschmann said. 
“Enough is Enough. Stop all of 
this.” 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell was toiling to keep 


Wrongful 
death suit 
in shooting 
by deputies 
settled for 
$1.725M 


BY SAM STANTON 
AND MOLLY SULLIVAN 


sstanton@sacbee.com 
msullivan@sacbee.com 


Sacramento County offi- 
cials have agreed to pay out 
more than $1.7 million to 
settle a wrongful death law- 
suit stemming from the May 
2017 shooting of Mikel Laney 
McIntyre by Sacramento 
sheriff’s deputies. 

McIntyre, a 32-year-old 
black man who was experi- 
encing a mental health crisis, 
was shot to death during rush 
hour along Highway 50 after 
assaulting deputies with large 
river rocks and then trying to 
run away. 

Deputies fired 28 rounds at 
him, striking him seven times, 
six in the back. 

John Burris, 
the attorney 
for McIntyre’s 
mother and 
son, confirmed 
Thursday that 
an agreement 
had been 
reached to 
settle the law- 
suit for $1.725 million. 

“We’re delighted with the 
settlement,” Burris said. “It 
was a very challenging case. 
It was pretty obvious he was 
mentally impaired, but the 
shooting was done with ven- 
geance because of his assault 
on deputies. 

“At the time he was killed, 
he was actually running away 
and did not pose a danger to 
the officers. It’s a pretty out- 
rageous situation.” 

Sheriff’s spokeswoman Sgt. 
Tess Deterding confirmed the 
county’s lawyers had agreed 
to settle the case. 

“The attorneys in this case 
reached a settlement, which 
they found to be reasonable 
in light of exposure to future 
costs related to preparation 
and litigation,” Deterding 
said. 

The county’s then-inspector 
general, Rick Braziel, 


Mikel 
McIntyre 
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SUPER BOWL LIV 


e Sacramento-area native 
Arik Armstead is the 
focus of today’s Super 
Bowl commemorative 
poster on 10B. 


e Also, check out our 
expanded coverage in 
SportsXtra as the Chiefs 
and 49ers get ready for 
Sunday’s big game in 
Miami. Subscribers will 
find this bonus content at 
sacbee.com/eEdition 


Thursday ahead of a crucial additional argument. Americans, he said, know what SEE TRUMP TRIAL, 12A 
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